The Wolsey Angels

The V&A acquired four bronze angels, originally designed for the tomb of Cardinal
Thomas Wolsey, chief advisor to King Henry VIIl and once one of the most
powerful men in England. The four Angels were created between 1524 and 1529
and they and other components of the tomb were taken over by Henry VIII to
form the basis of his own tomb, after Wolsey’s death in 1530.
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The Wolsey Angels Saved for the Nation

“The recovery of Wolsey’s angels is one of those miracles that historians pray for;
something that seems irrevocably lost has been there all the time. To claim the
angels for the nation would connect us to one of the liveliest eras of our history
and one of its most remarkable men.”

Hilary Mantel

Campaign to acquire the bronze angels
commissioned for tomb of Cardinal Wolsey

“The recovery of Wolsey’s angels is one of those miracles that historians pray for;
something that seems irrevocably lost has been there all the time. To claim the
angels for the nation would connect us to one of the liveliest eras of our history
and one of its most remarkable men.” - Hilary Mantel
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